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To whom it may concern: 

Sherburne County Minnesota covers 452 squase miles with an approximate population of 
80,000 residents. We are an adjacent county to the Monticello Nuclear Generating Plant 
and provide support for emergency preparedness and response. 

US Highway 10 runs along our west border as a corridor from the Twin Cities metro area 
to the St. Cloud area and Minnesota Highway I69 m s  along our east border and is a 
popular recreational route. 

Additionally we have the Sherburne National Wildlife Refuge, approximately 50,000 
acres, in the middle of county creating a significant ~i ld- la~ld~rban interface. 

Sherburne County has historically been one of the fastest growing counties in the state 
because of our recreational opportunities in relation to the Twin Cities and St. Cloud 
markets. For this reason we, the Sheriff's Office and the Ofice of Emergency Services, 
need to make sure we can provide our citizens with the best public safety we can. 

We also need to take advantage of the latest technologies and systems to make sure we 
can be interoperabk with both of the metro markets that we border along with the rural 
areas we serve. 

To this end we are in the process of transiti 
department including voice and data corn 
overhaul included the 
(Minnesota) Public Safety Regional Planning Committee and take advantage of the 
700MHz. bands. 

g to a new system for all aspects of ow 
ations. The plan for this complete 

on of being able to coordinate with the Region 22 

I am not a technical person, nor will I pretend to be. what I do know is that the plan the 
Region 22 MN-RPC put forth makes sense and will @ve us the flexibility and options we 
need in order to provide the best public sdety we can fur our citizens. It is critical €or 
where we are in our transition process to make important decisions on how we are going 
to meet our needs for voice and data co 'cations in the future. 
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Again 1 will repeat that we support the Region 22 MN-RPC plan because this is what we 
need to provide effective and efficient cornrn~cations enhancing interoperability and 
providing technologies that will support emergency preparedness, response and recovery. 
We have invested both financial resources and numerous hours for planning the system 
configmation that best meets the needs of our jurisdiction. 

John Olson, Director 
Sherburne County Emergency Services 


